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Among the Malays at a childbirth " all locks on door or
box are opened, the sufferer's hair is unbound, and any knot
in her clothes is untied." x Among the Looboos, a primitive
tribe of Sumatra, while a birth is taking place all chests and
boxes must be open, and the clothes and hair of the woman
must hang loose.2 So among the Kooboos, a primitive abori-
ginal race in the south-east of Sumatra, when a woman remains
in the house to bring forth, and the birth is difficult, all doors
and chests in the house are opened, and the same custom is
observed by the ordinary natives of Sumatra.3 Among the
Toradyas of Bada in Central Celebes, when a birth is taking
place, everything that can be opened or loosened, including
the band of the betel-bag, the trouser-band, chests, windows,
and so forth, is opened or loosened, in the belief that this will
facilitate the delivery.* Ideas and customs of the same sort
are not unknown in Scotland. In the county of Fife, at a
birth, when the labour was long and tedious, an old woman
would often open the door of the chamber of the woman by
way of helping the delivery.5

But in magic the obstructive power of knots may be
turned to good account by opposing the inroad of disease or
otherwise hindering an undesirable consequence. In short,
knots may have their beneficent use. Thus among the
Brahuis of Baluchistan " as for the fever that conies on every
other day, we treat it at first like any other fever. But if it
clings to the man, we go to one that was born a twin, and
give him a blue thread, and bid him knot it in five or seven
places. And the knotted thread is hung round the sick man's
neck, and keeps the fever at a distance." fl In the north-
eastern part of British New Guinea, near the river Magavara,
the natives have some fear of attending a festival where there
is a great gathering of people, because they think that among
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